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In the architectural approach a room is considered a potential
composition in space. Positive volumes of furnishings and nega-
tive vacant spaces are balanced. Accents are made by close, com-
pact groups of functional furniture, either built in or movable, with
ample distance between groups, an arrangement that adds spa-
ciousness as well as comfort. These groups are located for effi-
ciency first and then are given due consideration for appearance.
Open floor spaces are regarded as assets in Modern designing.
In small quarters certain Modern furnishings are particularly
serviceable. A row of contiguous sectional pieces, such as cabinets,
desks, or chairs, can occupy one entire wall. They can even be
stacked several units high in places. They are so designed that no
matter how they are grouped the total effect is one of well-organ-
ized relationship. See page 260. Convertible tables, beds, and
cabinets, which serve dual purposes, are space-savers.
Modern furniture is clear-cut in line and is based on funda-
mental geometric forms: cubes,*, spheres, and pyramids. Although
at first the original furniture was often heavy and blocky in form,
now more curves are used and the furniture is more slender and
graceful. Interesting variations are obtained by using designs
from foreign lands, such as the Scandinavian, Oriental, or Trop-
ical Modern. See page 261.
Much of the Modern seating furniture is low, but higher pieces
are available for those who prefer them. Some of the built-in
sofas are large enough to count architecturally. Built-in furni-
ture is deservedly popular in Modern houses because it fits per-
fectly into a given space. Modern interiors are shown on pages
26, 61, 120, and 279.
Since the entire Modern movement is a dynamic evolving style,
changes in it must be expected. Modern furnishings should al-
ways be fresh, original, and stimulating, evoking an emotional
response in the beholder.
Modern furnishings are growing in popularity, particularly
among young people who want the sleekness and efficiency of the
motor car repeated in their homes. They realize that a simple
functional background requires a minimum of attention and saves
valuable time for essential work or recreation. Modern furnish-
ings are expressive of the self-confidence and directness of youth*
The imciuttered effect of Modern interiors may be of special bene-
fit as an antidote to the confusion in a complicated world.

